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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the optical card which is hardly visually 
identifiable and has no inconvenience in reading/writing by covering 
the optical information recording patterns on a card base material with 
a specific hiding layer. 

CONSTITUTION: The optical information recording patterns 14 and 
the hiding layer 16 covering one surface of the card base material 12 
including the patterns 14 are provided on one surface of the card base 
material 12 which has the two surfaces parallel with each other and 
has rigidity. While the hiding layer 1 6 sufBciently shields light of a 
visible region, the layer has the light transmittability to allow reading 
of the optical information recording patterns 14. A coated film of a 
black system is adequate for the hiding layer 16. A person who sees 
the card in case of viewing cannot identify the presence of the optical 
information recording patterns 1 4 and is unable to immediately 
identify that this card is an optical card. However, the hiding layer 16 
allows the sufficient transmission of IR light and, therefore, there is 
not inconvenience in data reproduction. For example, the base 
material 12 is made of a white resin and has the recording patterns 14 
consisting of Al and the hiding layer 16 is provided by using a 
specific black coating liquid. 
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